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12-17-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         Girls High School Volleyball Tournament
·         Eviction Prevention Program
·         Lt. Cory McGarvey joins statewide Juvenile Justice Task Force
·         COVID-19 Update

 

Girls High School Volleyball Tournament
Mike Silva was contacted with notice that the Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union has approved
Xtream Arena in Coralville as the location of the Girls State tournament beginning in 2022. The
Tourism Office and VenuWorks staff made strong efforts to retain the tournament in Cedar Rapids,
and we are proud of the package we offered, $1.3 M over 10 years. Executive Director Jean Berger
told Mike this was a difficult decision, but cited parking, the number of nearby hotels, and close
access to retail as large factors in their decision. Mike and his team will continue their great work
pitching and attracting conventions, tournaments, and events at Cedar Rapids Venues. The official
announcement can be found here: https://ighsau.org/news/iowa-girls-state-volleyball-tournament-
to-move-to-coralville-s-xtream-arena-in-2022/. Mike Silva will be the media point of contact on this
topic.

Eviction Prevention Program
The City opened the Eviction Prevention Program on June 5, 2020, making it the first local program
available for residents. Due to additional resources now available in our community, we will close
the City program on December 31, 2021. Linn County has received Emergency Rental Assistance
Program (ERAP) funding through the U.S. Department of  the Treasury and began their rent and
utility assistance program in August of 2021. Since the opening of this program, we have continued
to see a reduction in applications to the City program. To date, the City’s program has served 735
households, providing over $1.1M of rental assistance and nearly $70k of utility assistance, utilizing
funding provided through the Community Development Block Grant – Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) grant,
as well as some of the City’s annual CDBG grant allocation. Please refer anyone needing rental or
utility assistance to Waypoint Services by phone at 319-289-7003 or by email at
prevention@waypointservices.org.

Lieutenant Cory McGarvey joins statewide Juvenile Justice Task Force
Cedar Rapids Police Lieutenant Cory McGarvey will join a new, statewide Juvenile Justice Task Force
designed to address Iowa’s fractured juvenile justice system.  This new task force brings together
nearly 70 organizations from four different branches with a stake in this system.  The Iowa Supreme
Court will bring together the efforts of the Judicial Branch, Departments of Human Services, Public
Health and Human Rights to review and ultimately, centralize these separate entities.  The Court has
found their programs to be well-intentioned but at times, at-odds.  Cedar Rapids Police Chief Wayne
Jerman pointed to Lt McGarvey’s experience on the Department’s School Resource Officer program,

mailto:J.Pomeranz@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:CityCouncil@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:tiff@tiffany4mayor.com
https://ighsau.org/news/iowa-girls-state-volleyball-tournament-to-move-to-coralville-s-xtream-arena-in-2022/
https://ighsau.org/news/iowa-girls-state-volleyball-tournament-to-move-to-coralville-s-xtream-arena-in-2022/
mailto:prevention@waypointservices.org


past excellence, and current duties in making the nomination to the Iowa Supreme Court.
Lt McGarvey joins representatives on this new task force with a goal of releasing a public report by
November of 2022. Please join us in congratulating Lt McGarvey on this appointment.

COVID-19 Update
We have received notification of 19 positive COVID-19 cases since Monday, December 13. Four Fire,
four PD, two Parks and Recreation, four Public Works Engineering, one Joint Communications, one
Solid Waste, one WPC, one Building Services, and one Public Works – Sewer.

 
 
 
 


